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1 A3 (BR) 7 ek CRERTY 1 Entrance plaza (existing) 7 “Spider” rest station
2 WEFE=E 8 “RAVINE 2 Hedgerow classroom 8 “Snail” hut
3 "BER"RE 9 “HRLE"TEx 3 “Silkworm” playground 9 “Butterfly” climbing net
4 “FRB G 10 EEmTF 4 “Centipede” lounge chair 10 Mirror swing
5 “MTHRBF n AFEZ 5 “Stick Insect” seesaw structure 11 Swing pergola
6 “RIHE IRKE 6 “Caterpillar Cocoon” adventure cave
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FAEERZEARAESZE Aerial view of West Bund Natural Art Park © XU#ATE LIU Songkai

IVRAEMEED Survey of existing vegetation © K-S Z+T Studio

HEREE Concept sketch
© 3KZR ZHANG Dong
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“Silkworm” playground

© XUFAME LIU Songkai

“HRER e

“Butterfly” climbing net

© FEFH TANG Ziying

“ R RO

“Caterpillar Cocoon” adventure cave
© 3REESWM Z+T Studio

‘RIS IRE N ED

Interior of the “Caterpillar Cocoon”
adventure cave

© XURME LIU Songkai



“FRE"§iH The “Centipede” lounge chairs © 2kf£ ZHU Xia

“HEK"REEE The “Spider” rest station © XUFAME LIU Songkai
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CLIENT

Greening and City Appearance
Management Bureau of Xuhui District,
Shanghai; Shanghai Xuhui District
Greening Management Center

CHIEF DESIGNER
ZHANG Dong, TANG Ziying

DESIGN TEAM

ZHANG Qing, ZHENG Jialin,
LIU Hongchao, FAN Yanjie,
ZENG Qinghua, WANG Hu,

ZHOU Teng, ZHANG Siyu, LIU Binyuan,

ZHANG Xiaolai, CHEN Haitian,
WANG Zihan, LI Weigqi, LI Mingfeng,
XU Qin, ZHONG Chuanyi, LIU Shinan,
ZHANG Yian

STRUCTRURAL DESIGN
Shanghai Municipal Engineering
Design Institute (Group) Co., Ltd.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Z+T Hapitor Art Studio;

Shanghai Landscape and Greening
Construction Co., Ltd.

SITE AREA
30,000 m?

DESIGN PERIOD
2022.2-2023.8

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD
2023.2-2024.3

The first phase of the Shanghai Ecological Park
Belt (Xuhui Section) covers a total area of approx-
imately 37 hm?. As a collaborative partner, Z+T
Studio was responsible for the design of a

3 hm? site within the park. The overall design
draws inspiration from local insects, centered
around the concept of “Forest Wonderland” and
the narrative theme of “What Lies Beneath the
Forest.” This concept is abstractly transformed
into participatory and innovative landscape de-
sign, adopting a minimal intervention approach to
create a looped path connecting multiple fea-
ture nodes—including a “Silkworm” playground,
“Centipede” lounge chairs, “Stick Insect” seesaw
structure, “Caterpillar Cocoon” adventure cave,
“Butterfly” climbing net, “Snail” hut, and “Spider”
rest station—distributed across various spatial
settings.

Minimal-Intervention “Embedded” Design

The existing trees on site are primarily camphor,
magnolia, phoenix tree, and sweetgum. Adhering
to the principle of minimal intervention, GPS map-
ping was used to plan path networks and locate
activity nodes, preserving the existing vegetation
to the greatest extent while replacing and renew-
ing some unhealthy trees.

By utilizing the site’s spatial structure, large
installations (e.g., Stick Insect, Centipede) define
open boundaries and create multi-functional
public spaces designed for rest, supervision,
exercise, and gatherings. Based on tree species,
canopy spread / DBH (diameter at breast height),
underbranch height, and density, age-specific and
activity-specific facilities are thoughtfully embed-
ded accordingly.
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Interactive Installation Series

The centipede-shaped seating encircles a raised
oval micro-terrain, defining the northeastern edge
of the site. The “Stick Insect” seesaw structure
is situated along the border between the path
and the activity area, interweaving with existing
camphor trees. The “Spider” rest station nestled
among magnolia trees is scaled for children under
6 to crawl through. Made of enduring bamboo, a
material with excellent weather resistance, it can
be customized in length and thickness based on
usage needs. The “Caterpillar Cocoon” adventure
cave consists of 7 cocoon-like structures of vary-
ing sizes and shapes, formed with high-strength
fiber-reinforced concrete and equipped internally
with colorful hanging nets and climbing elements
suitable for children under 8.

The core integrated activity area is situ-
ated among several large cedar trees. 3 silk-
worm-shaped structures intermingle with the
preserved cedars, providing shade and a resting
environment for waiting parents. 5 sets of mir-
ror swings are placed around the area, offering
additional seating for supervisors. The swings are
made with mirrored composite panels that create
multi-angle reflective effects.

Follow-up

The park attracted nearly 100,000 visitors within
its first week of opening. The sudden surge in visitor
flow posed challenges for crowd management and
daily operational protocols. Moving forward, the
park’s development will need to incorporate diver-
sified activities and services—such as nature edu-
cation classes and outdoor science programs—to
ensure sustainable development.
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